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Summary IAS

Details

Lead department

Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing and
Regional and Rural Development

Name of the proposal

Rural and Regional Adjustment (Irrigation Pricing Rebate Scheme and
Other Matters) Amendment Regulation 2025.

Submission type

Summary IAS

Title of related legislative or
regulatory instrument

Rural and Regional Adjustment Regulation 2011

Date of issue

October 2025

Proposal type

Details

Minor and machinery in
nature

The Rural and Regional Adjustment (Irrigation Pricing Rebate Scheme and
Other Matters) Amendment Regulation 2025 is a regulatory amendment to
allow the Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority (QRIDA) to
administer a new scheme of financial assistance: Irrigation Pricing Rebate
Scheme. The purpose of this new scheme is to assist primary producers that
use irrigation water with the price of irrigation water.

Section 11 of the Rural and Regional Adjustment Act 1994 requires that
financial assistance schemes administered by QRIDA are approved and
detailed in regulation.

The proposed regulation also:

Reopens the Wheelchair Accessible Taxi Grants Scheme to
applications from the date of Governor-in-Council approval with a
closing date of 30 June 2026

Amends several agriculture related schemes of financial assistance
to clarify that the relevant minister, chief executive officer or
department referred to in that scheme is the minister, chief executive
officer or department of primary industries.

Irrigation pricing rebate scheme

The irrigation rebate applies to: a) irrigation entities (that are listed in the
Schedule and hold an allocation from Sunwater and pass on the charges to
members or customers of the irrigation entity), and b) qualifying businesses
(defined as businesses that grow crops requiring irrigation and at least one
of the owners of the business spends labour on the business and one of the
owners declares assessable primary production income). To be a qualifying
business the applicant must be a customer of a water supplier or a pass-on
entity for the business is a customer of a water supplier. The following
entities are excluded from applying namely managed investment schemes,
foreign companies, public companies, superannuation entities.
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The scheme will close for receipt of applications on 31 December 2027 or
earlier if the available assistance funds are exhausted. To be eligible an
applicant will be required to provide a copy of their eligible irrigation bill and
evidence showing that the bill has been paid.

Extension of the Wheelchair Accessible Taxi Grants Scheme

This Scheme assists the taxi industry in replacing aging wheelchair
accessible taxis. The Scheme had a regulated closing date of 30 June 2025.
As part of the 2025-26 Budget the scheme has been provided additional
funding to operate to 30 June 2026. Accordingly, regulatory amendment is
necessary to reopen the scheme and provide a new closing date of 30 June
2026.

Amendment of various agriculture related schemes

QRIDA delivers a wide range of assistance schemes many of which relate
to agriculture. These schemes make various references to minister, chief
executive or department but without specifying which minister, chief
executive or department. After machinery of government changes in
November 2024, administrative oversight of QRIDA falls within the portfolio
responsibilities of Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Minister for
Manufacturing and Minister for Regional and Rural Development.
Accordingly, there is a presumption that unless the relevant minister, chief
executive or department is defined it means the minister, chief executive or
department with oversight of Rural and Regional Adjustment Act 1994.
Accordingly, a number of agriculture related schemes are to be amended to
clarify that the relevant minister, chief executive or department means the
minister, chief executive or department responsible for primary industries.

In conclusion, the proposal relates to the administration of schemes of
financial assistance under the Rural and Regional Adjustment Act 1994 and
is minor and machinery in nature being a routine task of government.

Signed

Graham Fraine

Director-General
Date 28/10/2025

Dale Last MP

Minister for Natural Resources and Mines
Minister for Manufacturing

Minister for Regional and Rural Development

Date 03/11/2025
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