


 Interaction with Queensland planning and environmental frameworks – how the proposed 
Federal reforms will interact with existing Queensland planning, environmental assessment and 
approval processes, and how duplication, conflicting requirements and parallel assessment 
pathways will be avoided.  

 Cost recovery – how cost recovery mechanisms and fees will operate under the reforms, 
including the circumstances in which fees may apply and the financial implications for councils 
delivering community infrastructure and public works.  

 Regulation and resourcing – the nature and extent of any new assessment, reporting, 
compliance and administrative obligations, and what guidance, training, technical support and 
resourcing will be available to assist councils in meeting these requirements.  

 Routine and urgent council land management activities – how the reforms will apply to 
routine operational activities and urgent works, including fire mitigation, weed and pest 
management, asset maintenance, and disaster response and recovery activities.  

 Bioregional plans and local planning schemes – the purpose, statutory effect and practical 
application of bioregional plans, including how they will interact with existing State and local 
planning instruments and incorporate local government input.  

 Environmental offsets – how environmental offsets and emerging environmental markets will 
operate under the reforms, including how offset requirements will be determined, implemented 
and monitored, and how local environmental and community outcomes will be considered.  

 Environmental data and mapping – how environmental datasets, mapping products and 
spatial information will be developed, maintained and applied to support assessment, planning 
and decision-making processes. 

 
The LGAQ provides the following overarching recommendations for the Queensland Productivity 
Commission’s consideration in developing the inquiry report:  
 

Recommendation 1: The LGAQ recommends the Queensland Productivity Commission, through 
the next stages of the Inquiry, considers the matters requiring further clarification as outlined in this 
submission.  
 
Recommendation 2: The LGAQ recommends the Queensland Productivity Commission considers 
including a recommendation in the Inquiry interim report for the State Government to establish a 
Queensland EPBC reforms implementation working group, with local government representation 
to:  

 understand the practical implementation of the reforms as the Federal Government’s 
standards, statutory instruments, guidance materials and supporting implementation tools 
are developed and released 

 develop, test and refine how State Government statutory instruments and tools to 
implement the reforms will operate in practice and align with existing planning and 
environmental frameworks.  

 
The LGAQ would welcome the opportunity to continue working with the QPC, and the State and Federal 
governments as the Inquiry progresses and supporting instruments, standards, guidance materials and 
implementation tools for the national environment reforms are development.  
 
Ongoing engagement with councils will be important to ensure the reforms improve environmental 
outcomes while remaining practical, proportionate and workable for Queensland councils and the 
communities they serve. 
 






