
 
Queensland Productivity Commission 
PO Box 12078 
George Street QLD 4003 
Email: enquiry@qpc.qld.gov.au 
 
Dear Queensland Productivity Commission 
 
Impact of the Australian Government’s 2025 Environment Protection Reforms on Queensland  
 

Redlands2030 Inc (Redlands2030) is a community organisation which advocates for improved 
planning and governance, particularly in matters relating to and affecting Redland City. 

We wish to make a brief submission to the inquiry - Impact of the Australian Government’s 2025 
Environment Protection Reforms on Queensland. 

Bilateral Agreements 

Redlands2030 prefers that EPBC environmental approval decisions be made by the Federal 
Government rather than by the Queensland Government under a bilateral agreement. 

In our view the Queensland Government does not have an environmental department or agency 
with sufficient capability and influence to stand up to departments which are focussed on economic 
development. 

Improved environmental protection for koalas 

Redlands2030 considers that it would be preferable if the EPBC Act provided increased protection 
for matters of national environmental significance.  

Of particular concern to the Redlands is the rapid decline in the population of koalas which have 
been listed as Endangered under the EPBC Act since February 2022.  

Redlands2030 would prefer to see a firmer and clearer approach to EPBC protection of koala habitat. 

Unproductive effort – a brief case study 

In 2013 Redland City Council sought State Government Approval for a Priority Development Area 
(PDA) at Toondah Harbour. The State Government acceded to this request and declared the 
Toondah Harbour PDA in mid-2013.  

Much of the designated PDA overlapped the Moreton Bay Ramsar site although the existing 
Toondah Harbour ferry terminal facilities were not in the Ramsar site. Redland City Council had been 
aware since 2006 that the Ramsar site may be a constraint to any development and that any 
development proposals expanding Toondah Harbour would be subject to Federal Government 
decision making.  

In 2014 Redland City Council and the State Government selected Walker Group Pty Ltd (Walker 
Group) as preferred developer for the Toondah Harbour PDA.  

Walker Group submitted three EPBC referrals between 2015 and 2018 for proposals which involved 
reclamation of Ramsar wetlands and  development of 3,600 apartments next to Toondah Harbour. 
In 2018 the Federal Government designated Walker Group’s third referral as a controlled action with 
assessment to be done by Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  






